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i'D'C(*LT:(D(i~ |'9|~ t first | scoffed at such an old-fashioned game. Who would want to waste glorious sunny days moving armies around a map of

3 | ENSERLDSD pre-World War | Europe, pretending to be Bismarck or Disraeli? But after playing the game once, | became absolutely riveted by the nuances of statecraft,

> B and soon began losing sleep as | tried to craft clever diplomatic gambits, hatch devious schemes, and better understand the game's ever-changing

T—L dynamics. As my friends and | spent the second half of the summer absorbed by the game, my parents grinned knowingly. How could | resist being

fascinated with Diplomacy, they asked me, when | incessantly read about international affairs, and liked nothing more than debating politics over dinner?

=F, paRVleb) Xrdic g How could | resist being fascinated, when | had spent most of my summers in Greece (and, much more briefly, France and England), witnessing first-hand

% - B EBRRICIFE the ways in which countries differ socially, culturally, and politically?

- _
ERE SR E R Interestingly, | think that | have learned at least as much about international relations through my extracurriculars in college s | have through my

—For the past three years, for instance, | have helped run Harvard’ s three Model United Nations conferences. As a committee director at these
conferences, | researched topics of global importance (e.g. the violent disintegration of states, weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East), wrote
detailed study guides discussing these subjects, and then moderated hundreds of students as they debated the topics and strove to resolve them. Even
more enriching for me than directing these committees was taking part in them myself. As a delegate at other schools’ conferences, | would be assigned to
represent a particular country on a particular UN committee (e.g. France on the Security Council). | would then need to research my country’ s position on
the topics to be discussed, articulate my view in front of others in my committee, and convince my fellow delegates to support my position. Trying to peg
down a country’ s elusive ‘ national interest, ’ clashing over thorny practical and philosophical issues, making and breaking alliances — - Model UN was
basically a simulation of how diplomacy really works.

AL PRER T, e o Gund me v i past ewyears 1 culhat et nd ks nvlted 10 odsl UN and foren pl. e of 1
most important of these has been community service. As a volunteer for Evening Witl ampions, an annual ice-skating exhibition held to raise money for

children with cancer, and as a teacher of a weekly high school class on current events and international affairs, | have, whenever possible, used my time
and talents to benefit my community. Another more recent interest of mine is the fascinating realm of business. Two years ago, my father’ s Christmas
present to me was a challenge rather than a gift: he gave me $500,but told me that | could keep it only if | invested it in the stock market — - and earned a
higher rate of return than he did with another $500. Since then, | have avidly followed the stock market, and become very interested in how businesses
interact and respond to strategic threats (perhaps because of the similarities between business competition and the equally cutthroat world of diplomatic
realpolitik). A final passion of mine is writing. As the writer of a biweekly column in the Independent, one of Harvard’ s student newspapers, | find very little
as satisfying as filling a blank page with words -— creating from nothing an elegant opinion piece that illuminates some quirk of college life, or induces my
readers to consider an issue or position that they had ignored until then.

% &'l!ﬁ" Because of my wide range of interests, | have not yet decided what career path to follow into the future. In the short run, | hope to study
b abroad for a year, in the process immersing myself in another culture, and deepening my personal and academic understanding of international affairs. After
studying abroad, my options would include working for a nonprofit organization, entering the corporate world, and attending law school. In the long run, |
envision for myself a career straddling the highest levels of international relations, politics, and business. | could achieve this admittedly ambitious goal by

ﬁ;ﬂ)rﬂﬁ’r—.&j(f) advancing within a nonprofit group, think tank, or major international company. Perhaps
jl/‘f ’V—Etf-UT:L‘ service and obtaining some degree of influence over actual foreign policy decisions -— t|
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Venn Diagram -
Suggestions for Answers

Christianity

Created in Judea
Founded by followers of Jesus
Jesus — Son of God (more

Judaism

Created in Sumer
Founder — Abraham

Formed a covenant (promise/ han a prophet)
i e T ith ‘t}"d) Very peaceful - did not fight
S jories 1in estamen i
22050 EESLSAD (EERORE) :loeasgrc himself from

Stories in New Testament

Begun by a
prophet.
fought idol-

worship

Created in Arabia.
Founded by Muhammad

He received revelations and preached.
Fought to spread the Faith.

Stories in Qur’an (holy book of Islam)

lives in
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